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Collection Class at $3.95 


What constitutes “collection 
class?” Well, you know we have 
never been the one to make arbi- 
trary rules, but when the subject 
is foreign dolls, there are definite 
Kimport standards. An authentic 
doll should have = 
been made in the 
country it repre- 
sents; hand made 
or hand dressed, 
it is more desir- 
able than if a fac- 
tory type. Na- 
tional .ore-provin- 
ial dress is a 


different 
provinces of one 
country will vary 
amazingly. in cap 
and. apron style, 
in weaving pat- 
terns, hair style, 
embroidery de- 
sign, etc. One 
may often be 
happily rewarded 
by finding such 
collection authen- 
ticity in low price 
range. 

For years, Kim- 7 
port has been proud to stock a 
handsome Welsh pair, secured from 
Liberty of London; $18.90 the pair 
for man and woman in old Celtic 
dress. Here we picture a smaller, 
much less expensive, but pretty 
little pair, made by Joan Lucas, in 
@: native land---Wales. Their 


| lumply cast heads have a smooth- 


ly enameled and pretty pink skin, 
with well painted features, hair 
wigs. Bodies are wired for life- 
like posing; costumes are of good 
wool, fine cotton, topped wtih real- 
ly precious black “beaver” chimney 
pot hats. Gwenyd 
is under and Lew- 
ellen over 6 inch, 
a proper size to 
look handsome 
together. No, 262 
for him and 262A 
for her, $3.95 ea. 
Their pedigree 
page tells a bit 
of old wedding 
and funeral cus- 
toms, mentions 
the Bardic Festi- 
val at Eisteddfod 
and tells why 
England’s Crown 
Prince is called 
the Prince of 
Wales. 

Kimport Pedi- 
gree Pages are 
free, informative, 
all of a size and 
punched to fit in- 
to a looseleaf 
binder. Through 
the years, collectors of foreign, 
character dolls, state representa- 
tives, etc., have found that these 
pages accumulate into a regular 
little encyclopedia of help. 
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NOTICE—No price for any article listed 
or described herein exceeds the ceiling 
price for that article, as determined under 
applicable O.P.S. ceiling price regulations. 
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PRIZED TIN SOLDIERS 


A Paris dispatch told the story 
of brave little soldier dolls being 
worth their weight in—well, may- 
be in paper francs. Anyway, 
“Twenty-four lead soldiers brought 
$100.00 apiece at an auction sale 
today. They were cavalry troop- 
ers of Napoleon’s 7th regiment 
Hussars, and their flamboyant uni- 
forms, lances and accoutrements, 
plus their horses, were done in 
brilliant enamel colors. A leaden 
effigy of the commander, General 
LaSalle, brought $150.00. A toy 
cannon and a caisson model of 
1765 artillery drawn by four 
horses mounted by _ troopers 
brought $300.00.” 

(Not to be commercial or any- 
thing, let us say that Kimport has 
always considered metal toy sol- 
diers as having a doll interest, and 
have imported from England and 
sold many sets. In last month’s 
group of closeouts, we offered the 
Crusader Knights as featured on 
the back page of the December 
1950 Doll Talk. Originally, the 
British-made group of six metal 
soldiers, one on a horse, sold at 
$1.25 the set. There are about 
twenty boxes left and you can 
ia No. 27 at a special price of 
85c). 


DISTANCE IS NO BARRIER 


Last Doll Talk we reminded y’all 
about the Sarah Midgley Austra- 
lian dolls, showing a picture of 
Widgeon and the Witch Doctor. 
You’d love the air mail letter sent 
by her daughter who has helped 
with Mrs. Midgley’s project for the 
last few years. In part: 

“Thank you for the check and 
order for aboriginal dolls. My dear 
old mother, (she is 84) isn’t very 
well; her sight seems to be going 


quickly now, but she is so excited 
when an order comes from you and 
likes me to get it all done, straight 
away! Mother can do very little 
now to the dolls, but I keep doing 
what you require and she still has 
the great interest in them! Thank 
you again for always being so 
courteous and nice to her. She’s 
kept every letter, order and cir- 
cular from you folks, and believe 
me, feeling useful and important 
has helped her very much. I’ll put 
Jubilee stamps on parcel.” 


And now for a quote from me: 
“Isn’t that a truly heart warming 
letter—one that proves again how 
some happy transactions work out 
for the benefit of all concerned?” 
Aside from their large aboriginal 
or bush folk dolls, $7.50 each, they 
also send clever and different small 
ones---girl, chief, medicine man, 
about 41!/ inches tall, each on a 
boomerang base, $2.25 each. 
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TIMELESS, TUNELESS ~ 


One of the most comprehensive 
collections of rare style parians 
and Dresdens is undoubtedly that 
of Louise S. Vrooman of Florida. 
There was a good article by Mrs. 
V. in the Jan. ’49 issue of American 
Antiques Journal, Guide Publishing 
Co., Mt. Vernon, Illinois. 


This is rather a round about 
reason for an introduction to a 
poem, but in Mrs. Vrooman’s as- 
sembly of ladies in high styles and 
waterfalls, coronets and _ curls, 
looped braids and puffs in parian, 


there are some gentlemen and boy 
dolls too. One mild faced lad with 
brush lined, molded hair had come, 
dressed in his Civil War era suit 
from a Miss Day of New York, 
having belonged to the literary 
“Life With Father” family. Then, 
had come an old doll song; sorry, 
we cannot print the music too, but 
here are the ballad lyrics written 
and signed by George Day. Can’t 
you imagine some _ starched, be- 
ribboned and precious tot sing- 
ing them with gestures, battered 
doll in arms? Louise V. thought 
you would enjoy them. 


DOLLY'S MAMMA 


I am this dolly’s mamma and I’m very glad to say, 
That she was borned at my house on a lovely Christmas Day 
She once had golden ringlets and such shiny eyes of blue, 
And this hole in her face is where one pretty eye fell through, 
She has-had*the whoopsy-floopsies and she has had the whooping cough, 
And I washed her in hot water and it’s made her hair come off. 
’ She’s only got one leg so she cannot walk about : 
' And I must get her mended where the sawdust’s coming out. 


She used to call for mamma when I pulled a little string 

And when I squeezed her stomach she tried so hard to sing, 
Now she never says a word because some naughty boys 

Have taken out the little thing that used to make the noise, 
Last summer when the daisies and the buttercups were here, 
Oh, I was so sick that papa thought he’d lose his little dear, 
And no-one came to see me when my face got awful red; 
But dolly wasn’t scared a bit—she slept right in my bed. 


I’ve got another dolly that I very seldom see, 

She is such a lovely lady that she cannot play with me. 

My mamma thinks I’d break her and I really think I would, 

For till a dolly’s broken I don’t think it’s any good. 

She’s dressed up like a lady in the finest silk and lace 

And I know just where to find her for I’ve seen her hiding place; 

But I prefer this dolly that is falling all apart, 

For she’s the sweetest darling and the Idol of my heart. 
Chorus 

I’ve got a menagerie, I’ve got a lot of toys, 

I’ve got a little wooly dog that barks and makes a lot of noise; 

I’ve got a wooden horsie and a little wooden cart, 

But this old busted dolly is the Idol of my heart. 


—Words by George Day. 
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Tessa of Sicily was our No. 1 
selection from a group of Italian 
samples. -She was described on 
our Kimport European enclosure 
as having silky black hair, prettily 
painted face, jointed cloth body. 


In addition, Tessa from the citrus 
country of Sicily is a dear little 
person carrying felt oranges in a 
chip straw hamper. Her costume 
with blood red, buff, white and sky 
blue is ever so pretty! Seven inches 
tall, No. 779A, is $4.50. 


There was an Italian pair too, 
which we could not resist. Tessa 


is a blessed single and lots of col- 
lectors prefer couples. These are 
marked “Lucania” which is in Tus- 
cany, near Pisa, I think. Nine inch 
Marie Angela is such a coquette. 
Her tambourine shaped hat tilts at 
a fetching angle; the laced red 
bodice tops a taffeta skirt that 
alternates eight bands of color, the 
bottom blue band fancily braided 
in shiney gold ric-rac. And Michael 
Angelo, we’d have you know is 
every whit as handsome as Marie 
A.! His braid trimmed felt hat 
also swankily tilts. White collar, 
blue w’s’coat, gamboge tie, brown 
coat with red lapels, and over white 
stockings, red lacings! Both wear 
sturdily soled shoes, hers red, his 
brown. They are beauties! No. 780 
for him and 780A for her, $5.95 
each, postpaid. 


Next a lad of 
ancient _ line- 
age from a na- 
tion that is 
new-Israel. As 
we might ex- 
pect, his Jew- 
ish makers 
and. designer 
have achieved 


real artistry 
in creating 
this’ slender 
olive skinned, 
self support- 
ing little 


newsboy. ... 
There is some- 
thing wistful 
about this child, hawking his Yid 
dish papers, but something in- 
domitable too; his stance is firm, 
his head is handsome. Bisque-like 
texture, beautifully made, about 7 
inches tall. No. 893, $4.95. 

With the current shipment of 
blonde Christina from Sweden, 
came word, “no more will be made 
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like this” and new samples “pink 
plastic,” that we don’t like a bit! 
Qur finicky opinion is that this 
shiney, synthetic stuff does not 
belong with Scandinavian hand- 
craft. But something will evolve, 
and in the meantime there are a 
few dozens with hand painted 
faces, all properly dressed in bright 
felts and cottons with “silver” 
buckles on their bodices. No. 955A, 
7 inch import is $4.50. A few 
matching boys were included, No. 
955, also $4.50. - 


One never knows when and if his 
foreign order will come through. 
Our first box of those Hungarian 
made character dolls, pictured last 
January, sold out on sight, but 
now, after months on order there 
did arrive our repeat shipment. 
No.one has ever made better faces 
of silk stockinette than the foreign 
artist who does these. The old 
papa and mamma are 10 inches 
high, seated on benches, he read- 
ing, she knitting as they peer so 
pleasantly over their spectacles. 


Numbers 204, 204A, $14.95 each. | 


Young Mother, happily nursing a 
swaddled, plump infant is typically 
peasant, a real conversation piece, 
No. 204B, $14.95. 


Tipsy Pair, 
inches tall, is the most gaily in- 
ebriated pair of no accounts that 
ever sloshed beer on their shirt 
fronts. True, intoxication is far 
from funny, but these character 
dolls are the sort of irresponsible 
characters that flash a twinkle 
from your eye---and another $14.95 
from your savings. No. 204C is 
the pair---we can sell separately--- 
but $29.90 buys the two, and they 
do need each other for support! 


Now one from home, from U.S. 
A., yes, even from Missouri. We 


about 12 and 10. 


should call her a return engage- 
ment; she is practically a command 
performance! 


Several years ago, a capable 
young artist named Doris Serafini, 
determined to do a doll for Kim- 
port. Her talent ran toward exotic, 
foreign looking beauties, and since 
Kimport insists on imports for 
those, Doris came up with Gypsies 
---“Gypsies can come from any- 
place, even the Ozarks,” she 
argued. 


— 


Demands and changes come into 
the life of a doll maker---but that 
creative urge remains and now, 
after long absence, her lovely 
gypsy maid is back in our fold. 
Seant 7 inches tall, larger than of 
old, but with the same superb de- 
tail of rolled hems, gypsy jewelry 
and color, this beauty with her 
flashing black eyes is perfection 
to her red enameled finger tips. 
No. 120A, $3.50. No boys have 
come through as yet, but could be 
“commanded.” 
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IDEA AND THE RIGHT HEAD 


Two heads proved better, as 
usual, in this story with a happy 
ending. The first head, belonging 
to Ruth Newman, was the one into 
which the good idea first popped. 
Last September she wrote:— 


“Doll Talk arrived yesterday and 
gave me, besides the usual excite- 
ment, a wonderful idea from Miss 
Jewell Kidd. We have a darling 
old walnut shadow box and have 
been looking for just the right 
lovely thing to put in it. After 
reading about Miss Kidd using a 
doll head, I decided that as I have 
quite a doll collection, the right 
doll head would be most appropri- 
ate.” Then followed detailed mea- 
surements and information which 
enabled us to write back helpfully; 
guess we might as well here quote 
- ee erenn from our Kimport 
etter :— 


“Yesterday, we sent along two 
heads for you to try out in the 
shadow box. They seemed the 
more like portraits. In fact, I 
could not decide which one to sub- 
mit, so sent the two along for you 
to try them out. Either or both 
may be returned. It would seem to 
me if you could use a sort of 
swag drape over a little block base 
of some sort in the bottom of 
the shadow box, as suggested in 
the sketch, that the wax lady 
might be something pretty charm- 
ing.” Then came a letter of fer- 
vent appreciation and the safe re- 
turn to Kimport of the china head 
with tumbled curls. Mrs. Newman 
explained :— 

“The wax head is so adorable 
and different that I didn’t have 
any trouble deciding to keep her. 
She looks just right in the shadow 
box. I used the drape and block 
for her base, pulling one part of 


the drape over a little off one 


shoulder to give the suggestion of 
a gown. Every time I go past her, 
I have to stop and admire her!” 

So-o, that’s where the second 
head fitted in properly, and even 
though the lemons froze in the 
Newman’s California valley last 
year, let’s hope “they all live hap- 
pily forever after.” 


DRESSED FOR POSTERITY 

“You’d be surprised at the “fam- 
ily portraits” I have achieved with 
china dolls. Ginger and her red 
hair and freckles makes a dandy 
ME as of about 1910, and that new, 
mustached No. 45M, is already 
called “Father”, even before I have 
time to outfit him like a 1904 pho- 
tograph. Some time ago, I had 
dressed a lady china head from 
my mother’s picture taken that 
same year. At present, 1 am. work- 


ing on a great-grandmother. On : 


the back of her old cardboard 
photo was written a complete des- 
cription of her outfit, even to the 
color of the brooch! No doubt 
someone had one of those “oils” or 
“crayon” portraits made from it, 
and those penciled notations were 
for the artist.” 
M. Hobdell 


TV AGAIN 
“Dolls Made of Odd Materials” 
was a recently featured specialty 
on Cleveland WEWS Television, 
the program being given by doll 
collector, Mildred Jewell. We well 
know that such a showing was a 


popular dose of education with 


really gay trimmings. It’s always 
amazing how many men, women 
and children show keen interest in 
the subject of strange, collection 
class dolls. Perhaps folk never 
had given them a thought, then 
somebody like Mildred J. comes 
along, and there is a TV peep into 
an intriguing new world. 
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PITTSBURGH WILL STAGE A KIMPORT SHOWING 


Yes, at the beautiful Joseph Horne Store there-— 
Nov. 5th through Nov. 10th, 1951 


We will be there with over a thousand dolls; antiques, colorful 
imports to represent many lands, portrait and character dolls. 
There will be tiny, inexpensive, odd materials, as well as rare 
collection items, and certainly that impressive majority of 
popular middle price dolls. 


. 


SCRAP BOOK STUFF 
We wouldn’t call Miss Elizabeth 
a nuisance. .. Sounds like a gen- 
erous girl to pass all this along, 
just for the love of us:— 


“At the risk of being a nuisance, 


I am writing this, because perhaps 


like myself, there are other col- 
lectors who make doll scrapbooks 
and would be glad of the informa- 
tion. : 


“Today, I went into our teach- 
ers’ room and noticed the new 
“Grade Teacher” for June 1951. 
Was idly leafing it through until I 
reached Page forty and_ these 
words sprang up from the printed 
page—“Dolls That Tell A Story” 
For Your Social Studies Class— 
and of course better still were the 
two full pages of excellent photo- 
graphs of various types of antique 
dolls, very lovely ones from the 
collection of Mrs. Bently Warren 
of Philadelphia. 


“Of course I _ immediately 
thought of all the wonderful Kim- 
port Dolls, liks my little Eskimo, 
who have done such a wonderful 
job in vitalizing the social studies 
program of so many of the teach- 
ers in your Kimport family about 
whom I’ve read in “Doll Talk.” I 
do hope some day very soon one of 
the publications for teachers will 


do the same type of thing with 
some of your fine foreign and his- 
torical dolls. 

“Also found these articles in 
various issues of “Profitable Hob- 
bies” which might interest other 
doll scrap book addicts. 

“Dolls Delight Grown-ups Too” 
—Lucy Cunningham. (antique 
dolls) “Profitable Hobbies”—Dec. 
1950. 

“Rag Doll Christmas Messen- 
gers’—Irne Corpe (deals with 
Alice Daly’s “character” dolls used 
for photographed Christmas cards) 

“Profitable Hobbies”—November 


1950. 

“Dolls from the North Woods”— 
Hughes Rudd—(an odd material 
doll (pine cone) made by Ed Lan- 
ning of Minnesota). 

ne Hobbies” — January 
1951. | 

Also in the “Saturday Evening 
Post” for April 7, 1951, “The Lost. 
Rag Doll of Appomatox” by Dor- 
othy Kunhardt. 

“It certainly is nice to know 
that dolls occasionally come into 
their own in this prosaic world of 
ours. I hadn’t intended to “run” 
on at such a rate, but you know 
what hobbyists are like when they 
climb on their hobby horse and 
ride it!”’—Elizabeth FE. Gunter, 
New York. | 
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| It's Rosie, Only 

Don’t believe your eyes! These 
cuts were made several years ago 
when Rosie the Riveter did time in 
the defense plants, with steady ol’ 
Steve by her side. Rosie’s feminine 
curls are well made of shining 
floss, then tucked under a cap for 
safety. Asa doll, she was so much 
more popular than the boy friend, 
that we gave Rosie priority, crowd- 
ing Steve off the line. A bit of 
mid century American is the fac- 
tory worker. She is typical of an 
era from the identification brooch 
on her bosom and lunch box in 
hand to the purposeful glint in her 
eye. Used also as Michigan State 
types, these dolls ‘were $9.00” per 
pair; Special, 9 inch Rosie alone, 
No. 98A, $3.50. 


And Molly O'Rourke 
Yes, from the sidewalks of New 
York, used as our Kimport State 
doll from that state, is dainty Miss 


Molly—and was Clancy. He’s all 
gone. Even doll makers come and 
go, move along into other artistic 
endeavors. The young McOwen, 
who thought this one up was a 
grand person, we enjoyed selling 
her clever “brownstone-front era” 
dolls, and did place a lot of them 
with delighted collectors, at $5.00 
each. There is a certain chic and 
swish about these Gay Nineties 
girls---maybe its a braided skirt 
with dust train, a boa, a turban, 
those jaunty kid gloves. Nine inch 
Edwardian, never two alike, No. 
“st instead of $5.00 each, to close® 
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* * No Gal! 


We thought up 
this masculine 
charmer ’way back 
Margaret 

brought 
out her “Gone With 
the Wind.” That’s 
a fact, but because 
there might be 
complications in 
naming names, the 
idea and the hand- 
some heads just 
kicked around Kim- 
port until some 
customer begged 
for a proper escort. 
vee She wanted gentle- 

men dolls to pair 
@» with 9 inch china heads. In re- 

sponse “Southern Gentleman” em- 
ered, in frock coat, gaiter trousers, 
rich waistcoat and lace frills. His 
head, hands and feet are made of 
powdered stone formula, oil paint- 
ed, 10 inches tall. No. 173, $7.50. 


Hoosier School- 
master may 
have had girl 
friends, but 
Kimport chose 
him alone for 
their Indiana 
state doll. Made 
on a wire arma- 
ture with mod- 
eled and painted 
stockinette face, 
this 7 inch char- 
acter might 

- pounce with that 
sheaf of ‘“hick- 
ory” broom 
straws! No. 73, 
$3.50. | 


MR oR ER eM MM 


George will not 
fill that void in 
the hearts of lady 
dolls like debon- 
air “Rhett,” but 
boy, boy, George 
is proud to be out 
in the open, even 
with a ball (bell) 
on one leg! Yes- 
’m, looks to me 
like George was 
doin’ another 1i’l 
stretch o’ time. 
His head is a 
huge and special- 
ly treated pecan, 
smartly painted, 
body stuffed—limbs, brown leather 
kid curlers.. As to the suit, as “on- 
lucky Geo’ge” might say, “stripes 
again for borrow’ a few chickens.” 
Eight inches tall, No. 184, he’s cute 
and marked $2.50. Special for a 
month or until his dormitory is de- 
pleted, $1.95. 


Captain Jenk 
is another stock- 
inette grizzled, 
life-like, a man 
deservedly ad- 
mired by lady 
doll collectors. 
Made in Chicago 
he is our Illinois 
state choice. All 
detail is carried 
out to  perfec- 
tion by the 
sheer artistry 
of Nelly Meyer. 
Nine and a half 
inches tall, No. 
118, $7.50. 
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We know that some of our best 
doll friends peruse this depart- 
ment. Through it’s columns Kim- 
port has found happy homes for 
hundreds of oldtimes ranging in 
price from _ surprisingly small 
amounts to hundreds of dollars! 
This month’s antiques are shunted 
over to the enclosure, where de- 
scriptions are brief, but many 
things offered. There are stories 
though, on the subject as old dolls, 
like ancestors, cannot be disre- 
garded when it comes to under- 
standing current crops! 


THE JUMEAU DOLL 


In our doll notices last spring, 
there was a story about the Lon- 
don-Providence Unit of National 
Doll and Toy Collectors having a 
rather special meeting at the his- 
toric John Brown House. Mrs. 
Arthur McCrillis was featured on 
the program as giving a paper on 
Jumeau dolls. We wrote her, ask- 
ing for a short version for you for 
Doll Talk. She graciously respond- 
ed, but disclaimed any original 
findings. “Merely a compilation” 
she wrote, “gathering the data 
from our current good doll books.” 
Her paper follows:— 

“It is a privilege and a pleasure 
to offer you a short history of the 
Jumeau doll. Perhaps it is because 
I was almost born in France, fate 
bringing my family home just a 
few weeks prior to the event, that 
I so admire French things. I love 
France and French people, adore 
Paris. Each visit increases the 
fondness. I recall a French bride 
doll I had when a young child and 


how I do wish it was now in m 


collection! g 


This article will be a compilation 
from authorities Johl, Fawcett and 
St. George but I hope put together 
in helpful and interesting sequence. 


M. Jumeau first became known 
in the doll world about 1844, im- 
porting his bisque and porcelain 
heads from Germany. In 1855 he 
became supreme manufacturer in 
dolls in Paris. In 1862 he decided 
to manufacture his own doll heads 
which would be more beautiful and 
artistic than the German heads. 
The eyes noted for beauty, gener- 
ally over sized, were made of 
enamel (St. George). At first he 
was associated “with Benton, but 
Jumeau is the one that has lived. 
He however found it almost im- 
possible to meet the German com- 
petition. The French ‘“Fashio 
Babies”, so called, filled their pur 
pose, but it was the Germans who 
saw the possibility of a doll as a 
plaything. By 1862 the situation 
was more than Jumeau could cope 
with. He determined to supercede 
the Germans, knowing the French © 
love for beauty, he decided to make 
a doll with an extremely beautiful 
face. He molded a certain type, 
then had it made of bisque, then 
colored by a gifted artist. The re- 
sult was a superbly beautiful doll 
(Johl). In the early sixties Jumeau 
bought out Manger and then the 
real doll industry began in France. 
In 1914 the Jumeau Company was 
turned into a stock company with 
most of the stock German owned, 
the director was a German. The 
factory was put under sequest as 
an alien property. Before 1900 
many French houses were unable 
to compete with Germany and_ 
were absorbed by the Jumeau Bebg@}) 
Co., which became a monoply. O 
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erman house was merged with 
them. 


The Jumeau dolls were the only 
ones made entirely in France, body, 
heads and all. The eyes of enamel 
were made like a real eye with iris. 
(Johl). So much for the manu- 
facture. Now, as to the doll itself: 


At first, the heads were in one 
piece with the bust, then Jumeau’s 
eldest son patented a device by 
which the head would turn in all 
directions. The heads were open at 
the top, probably to facilitate the 
eye work and possibly the German 
heads they used were made to 

save weight and thereby, duty. 
These openings were filled with a 
large piece of cork to which the 
wig was nailed. (St. George). The 
early Jumeau has beautiful sta- 
tionary blown glass eyes, varying 
in shade from pale blue to deepest 
@..:. and a closed, more matured 
mouth. (Fawcett). Until the late 
seventies Jumeau dolls were for 
the most part ladies with slender 
waists and beautiful pale colored 
bisque, the bust exceptionally 
broad and deep. Sometimes the 
arms are of bisque, again they 
might be of cloth or kid as are the 
bodies. (Fawcett). There is little 
chance of taking a Jumeau doll for 
any other for the blond bisque 
heads are so beautiful, the eyes 
so distinctive. Especially is this 
true when one knows the evolution 
of the body used by the Jumeau 
4 eas There were six different 
inds. 


First, body, all kid, stuffed with 
sawdust, with kid hands and feet. 

- Second type, with body and joints 
all inside a loose kid over-garment 
similar to a suit of long under- 
wear. The joints functioned inside 
@: kid. This, the rarest of all 
umeau dolls. Third type, maybe 


a “walking Jumeau.” Page 114 (St. — 
Guotes: Fourth type, a body and 
limbs of wood covered with kid, the 
kid being shrunk on the joints 
before assembling. Fifth type, all 
wood jointed at waist, wrists and 
ankles. Sixth type, the son of M. 
Jumeau is credited with inventing . 
the composition body, strung with 
elastic cord. Bisque shoulders were 
discarded and the head strung with 
the body. (St. George). There is 
a colored Jumeau, evidently made 
for the French Morocco trade. 
(Johl). The Jumeau doll does not 
appear to have been marked until 
the advent of the jointed body, 
about 1880, unless marked for 
some special occasion. (St. George) 
The French were of course the 
first to costume their dolls, and 
about 1850 several workshops in 
Paris were engaged in doll dress- 
making and that Parisian touch, 
which has no equal, found its way 
to the doll wardrobes. By 1860-70, 
the Jumeau dolls were really lux- 
ury dolls, boasting costly apparel. 
But by 1870, the Germans had be- 
gun to dress their dolls too, and 
shortly the picture changed. The 
paths that once led exclusively to 
France for the exquisite Jumeau 
dolls were no longer so often tra- 
versed, and the elegant French 
doll slowly but surely gave way 
before the competitive pressure of 
the German market. (Johl).” 

Eloise B. McCrillis. 


MAYBE THAWING! 

Mrs. Susan Bigwood writes of 
one cherished antique: “It is a 
Frozen Charlotte child, two inches 
tall, lying in a basket (looks like 
a bathtub) of the same material, 
evidently cast in one piece. The 
very old lady who gave it to me 
cae’ gone) had it when she was a 
child.” 
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That initial, F, might be for 
“French” or “Fashion,” but really 
it’s a first initial “Francois”? with 
Greffier who was one of the ar- 
_ tistic and successful makers of 
French fashion bisque dolls. The 
other, better known two were, Bru 
and Jumeau. All were similar and 
beautiful; all made both one piece 
shoulder heads, and two piece 
swivel necks with bisque shoulders, 
to go on kid bodies. I am not 
certain about Greffier, but Bru 
and Jumeau also made bisque 
swivel heads to fit into the jointed 
hard bodies. 


Of her own 10 inch “F.G.” Mrs. 
Mare Nielson writes: “In the ten 
or more years of “Santa Ana” doll 
shows, I have seen only one other 
doll with identical face. It was a 
slightly larger one in all original 
dress and I suggested to Mrs. 
Coulter that it might have the 
initials “F.G.” on it’s left shoulder. 
I think that being somewhat of an 
artist with a flair for detail, and a 
pretty good memory for faces, I’m 
right when I say that I have never 
seen a single “Jumeau” with that 
identical face.” 


In Janet Johl’s second book, 
“More About Dolls,” she mentions 
on page 250: “Another French 
doll in her collection has the swivel 
neck on a bisque bust with the 
initials ‘F.G.’ on one shoulder. The 
doll has those funny little slightly 
popping eyes of glass, very blue. 
‘The ears are pierced; a blonde 
braided wig, with bangs and a 
pointed nose. Her chin is rather 
receding and she has the smuggest 
expression on her face. Her arms 
are of white kid, and the original 
‘body is: of- rather yellowed cotton 
or linen, firmly made and hand 
‘sewn, with the wasp waist.” 


MINERVA 

Several years ago in Pittsburgh, — 
Mrs. C. H. Hart did a lot of special 
research concerning dolls of metal 
and of celluloid. This may yet show 
up in a book by her, but for now, 
and from Oakland, she seems to 
have sidetracked this material for 
another book-in-process. Sounds — 
good to us at Kimport, and of 
course, Doll Talk will talk about it 
when publication day rolls around. 

Well, anyway, when an old baby 
doll came in to Kimport with a 
clear Minerva trademark on it’s 
heavy celluloid head, we wrote 
Luella Hart, who much appreciat- 
ing this infant, sent in the follow- 
ing data: 

“Thanks for remembering that 
research I was working on four 
years ago. The Minerva trade- 
mark, No. 36704, taken out in 190 
by the A. Vischer & Co. of = 
York, was for metal heads, but 
learned that the German company 
that made the heads also made a 
run of celluloids. The celluloid 
Minervas are definitely rarer.” 


CARE 

Helen Lester sent in this tip to 
be passed along: . 

“Since many of my dolls have 
been displayed for ten years and 
over, I was quite distressed by the 
resultant light fading. Last winter, 
I worked miracles of rejuvenation 
with textile paints. The only trick 
is to use them rather thin and to 
mix enough color to do the whole 
garment at one full swoop.” 

We might add that a soft hat 
brush it good for dusting dolls, art 
gum gently erases some grime or 
spots and even a complete, gentle 
swooshing about in clean naptha is 
practicable for many a dressed doll 
Of course, that would not resto) 
color, only sterilize and freshen. 
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DOLL TALK 

A magazine in miniature, 
published for doll enthusi- 
asts. Issued about every 
eight weeks. 

Subscription is $1. 00 for — 
two years. 

Address: 


KIMPORT DOLLS 
Independence, Mo. 


‘a 


y 


D6 
p 


PAPER DOLLS 
And Other Cut-Out Toys 


an you call 28 pages a book? 
"1 so this is a book review, if not, 
an appreciation and an offering to 
you of an informative booklet with 


illustrations. Handsomely planned 
and printed, heavy decorative pa- 
per bound, there is a full color 
| frontispiece of Saint Andrew and 
' the Winged Serpent. Sponsored 
_ and printed by the Newark (N. J.) 
Museum, it is all about the collec- 
tion of Mr. Wilbur Macey Stone. 
We quote his first paragraph: 
“For more than twenty years, 
under a book-case, just outside the 
door of my workroom, there stood 
an old hair trunk, about two feet 
long. It is labeled “Paper Dolls,” 
and, during all those years, a grow- 
ing accumulation of these ephemera 
_ of the nursery has drifted into that 
old receptacle. In excavating this 
motley collection, I am surprised at 
its extent and interest. It is truly 
istory of costume and manners.” 
here is data and gloss page 


prints of a French Pantin, Cira 
1700, of Jenny Lind, printed i 


Germany about 1850, ‘and of Egg 


eral and Mrs. Tom Thumb. 

Text is devoted not only to many 
commercial paper dolls and toys, 
but to exquisite home made ones 
with large and varied wardrobe, 
with illustrations of both kinds. 
He tells of the McLoughlin issues 
and of several series brought out 
(1908, etc.) by Ladies Home Jour- 
nal, Pictorial Review, Delineator 
and Good Housekeeping. 

Other sub heads include “French 
Equestrian Paper Dolls,” ‘“News- 
paper Dolls,” “The Little Colonel 
Series,” and the Deerfield Dolls. 
Cut-out toys, Puzzle Books, Shadow 
Cut-outs and Heat-Actuated Toys 
are given attention as are: also 
“Toy Theatres and Stage Favorites 
in Color and Tinsel.” 

Size of the book is 6x9 inches. 
Order from Kimport, $1.00 post- 
paid. is 
“DOLLS OF THREE CENTURIES” 

We will not need to add much 


about this latest book by Eleanor 
St. George as the publisher’s en- 


closure gives a good review. All . 


who have had this author’s former 
books will forego new fall hats if 
necessary, to add her latest volume 
to their library of doll lore. Four 
fifty wouldn’t buy much of a hat, 
anway! 

The only apology we offer along 
with this delightful sounding new 
book, is that bound copies were not 
quite finished as Doll Talk goes to 
press. “Early in October” reads 
the publisher’s promise. You may 
send in for those first edition 
copies either prepaid, or to be sent 
and billed when the first shipment 
comes to Kimport. Enclose order 
blank, your personal check is al- 
ways acceptable, and there is no 
tax except for Missouri residents. 


< 
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Sept., Oct., Nov. and Dec. 


Would send a quartette in time to bring real 
cheer for your holidays. 


TALL TALE FROM TEXAS! 

Just in, is a sheaf of whoppin’ 
big clippings from Texas, you 
know that land where cucumbers 
grow big as watermelons, oil wells 
spurt sky-high an’ a feller can 
fence in all outdoors without 
crowding the neighbors! 

The Amarillo News-Globe print- 
ed lots of fine photographs and 
honest, informative copy about a 
liile old doll show sponsored by 
P.E.O. Council. Sisters, Mrs. Jason 
Robberson and Mrs. H. O. Willborn 
had beautifully arranged their col- 
lections for this event; the charge 
was 75 cents for adults and 25 for 
children, who, good idea, had to 
be accompanied by a “grown up.” 
And the Texas total was up to’ 
snuff alright, eleven hundred and 
ninety-two cash customers! 


ALL IN FAVOR- 


In the neatest round pencil 
writin’ you ever saw, Jean Fauch- 
ald writes: “I would like to make 
a suggestion, this is; Would you 
please put more 50c and under 
things in your almost perfect Doll 
Talk?” 


If you decided to start your Doll-A-Month 
with those Christmas Carolers or the Cratchits, 
dolls that you've long intended to buy some 
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CORRESPONDENCE CLIPPINGS 


“Here is two years subscription 
to Doll Talk. My former one from 
Manila was so rudely interrupte 
by the war.”—Ida McCrory, Cali 


“George Washington and Betsy 
Ross both arrived in fine shape. 
My friends who have seen them 
think they are wonderful. They 
are definitely conversation pieces.” 
—Emma M. Heyboer, New Jersey. 


“T’m having the black cap the 
Norwegian doll wears copied in 
black velvet, then adding a veil 
and brilliant clip. Result, an ex- 
ceptionally smart autumn hat. 
Kimport scores again!” — Frances 
Heimann, Texas. 


“T was thrilled with the little 
Jewish Newsboy. He is the cutest 
thing ever, and attracts individual 
attention. I used to display my 
dolls in a conspicuous place until 
I had ten, then put them away. 
But now, I want a cabinet in which | 
to display them permanently.” 
Crystal Mann, Michigan. c ) 
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“You will note by the harp on 
this stationery that I am a musi- 
cian. I want to start a special 
corner where I can have Musical 
Dolls, preferably near my harp.” 
—Velma Montoya, Calif. 


“Can‘t begin to tell you how 
thrilled I was with the Hungarian 
Mama and Papa—nearly wept for 
joy when I unpacked them. Mother 
and I sat and admired them for 
at least half an hour—what a pair 
of gloom chasers they are!”’— 
Betty Seidel, Pa. 


“T had a little comb-back chair 
made into a table lamb and Posey 
Brim is going to be just lovely as 
the occupant. How do you like 
that as a setting for her?’”—Mrs. 
F. G. Bruck, New York. 


e “T_ always get a kick out of see- 
ny your name, ’Ruby Short Mc- 


_ Kim,’ as I have your full set of 
- ‘Rhymeland Quilt Blocks’ printed 
in the old Philadelphia Record in 
1936. Have used them separately 
to make child’s bibs and aprons, 
etc., and still hope to make a quilt 
some day. But now it would be 
for a couple of grandsons instead 
of my son. How time flies!”— 
Mildred Hobdell, Pennsylvania. 


“It was thoughtful of you to 
put the black lace overskirt over 
the old taffeta. Now she is more 
lovely than I had anticipated. 
Thanks, and I want to assure you 
that I appreciate Kimport values 
and services.”—Ethel Creek, Texas. 


“Thank you for reminding me 
about the subscription. I just 
couldn’t face this world without 
—Hazel Jennings, 


“Enclosed is $3.95 for our third 
order of that little German Band. 
We liked the enclosure describing 
them, but the expression really 
should have been, ‘Eins, swei, drei, 
Spiel,’ and ‘Hans’ instead of ‘Heins’ 
would have been more pat in this 
Pennsylvania German community 
where we live.” Signed—“Editorial 
Comment by Alta Carpenter’s hus- 
band!” Penna. 


“Years ago, I used to get your 
doll news, and now I wish I’d 
bought, then—back in the early 
thirties!” — Mrs. J. T. McCree, 
Texas. 


“The Japanese Kabucki takes me 
back to the dolls of my childhood. 
I remember a number of little Jap- 
anese dolls given me at various 
times, but these were played with, 
with vigor! My mother did try to 
save a Kestner, in the small size, 
beautifully dressed in hand made 
clothing, but I insisted on having it 
to play with, so .’ —Teresita 
Krueger, Kansas. 


“My family has come to realize 
that a grown up doll collector need 
not be ‘slightly tetched.’ They now 
see that a great many people are 
interested in dolls, so now I’m go- 
ing to get a few dolls that I’ve 
wanted for years!”—Mrs. Edgar 
Link, Illinois. 


“TI have an exhibit here at Sylvan 
Lake in the Black Hills. Every one 
enjoys ‘Vie.’ I dressed her and sat 
her on a darling hand-made chair.” 
—Mrs. M. D. Gurney, S. D 


“Thanks, for reserving Rex and 
Queenie. I looked for these rodeo 
dolls while we were vacationing 
out west, but did not find any.”— 
Mrs. David Warrington, New York. 


Still Talking About A Doll a Month® 


Yes, Mrs. Osteyee admitted to falling for ‘foreigners—a Syrian Gentleman proved : 
irresistible—but there wasn't a single ‘‘Earliest American’’ in her collection so she 
filled in her Doll A’ Month blank for INDIANS. 


Here are a few quotes of reaction to the starter: ‘’That Dakota Brave is certainly 
interesting and has been the incentive for considerable study since his arrival. I try 
to keep up on the history of each new doll. My Indian studies are proving fascin- 
ating. The College Library here is wonderful in sending for loans of unusual and 
out of print Indian books, so you see I am enjoying my new collectiion very much.” 


Sending For a Kimport Doll-of-the-Month Blank 
Entails No Obligation 


We shan't pester you if it isn’t returned. Then, too, if you decid | 


to quit along some time before your year is up, you may, of course, 
and nothing is lost. But if you follow along in the price range you 
choose, at the end of twelve selections there will be a bonus doll 
Free---one of average value on the twelve for which you have paid. 
Mrs. John A. Lipan even filled in as price range “anything from 
about $4.00 to $12.50." Several smart people have elected “presi- 
dents,” some even with accompanying first ladies. Foreigns, minia- 
tures, special historical portraits, odd materials. How about a baker's 
dozen of Island dolls? Yes, we surely could supply authentic im- 
ports to that specification. : 


Remember --- Kimport Dolls Come With Pedigree. 
Order Authentic Collection Dolls --- Books -- Stands 


From 


KIMPORT DOLLS 
Independence, Mo.  g@ 


